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2 July 1835 . 




(Ireland.) 



BILL 

To provide for tlie Relief and Employment of 
the Destitute Poor in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed i.n Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



poor Persons in Ireland are frequently in Preamble: 
danger of perishing from want of the necessaries of life, 
and it is expedient to provide a Remedy thereto, such as is by Law , 
provided in England and Scotland for the Relief of the destitute Poor of 
5 those parts of the United Kingdom ; 15 C& ft tfitctfort dSjtflttth, by The 
king’s most Excellent Maje.sty, by and with the Advice and Consent 
ofthe Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,, in this present Par- ^ 
liament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT it shall Appolntmant 
be lawful for His Majesty, His heirs and successors, by. Warrant under gpcOTimis-**' 

!0 the Royal Sign Manual, to appoint Three fit Persons to be Cominis- sionets. 
sioners to carry this Act into execution, and also from time to time, 
at pleasure, to remove any of the Commissioners for the time being, 
and upon every or any vacancy in the said number of Commissioners, 
either by removal or by death or otherwise, to appoint some other fit 
15, Person to the said Office ; and until such appointment it shall be lawful 
for the surviving or continuing Commissioners or Commissioner to act as 
if no such vacancy had occurred. 

2. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall style of Com- * 
be styled “The Poor Law Commissioners eob Ireland and whTmaydt 
20 Ihe said Coinmissioners, ' or any Two of them, may sit, in the City 

of Dublin, from time to time as they deem expedient, as a Board >™«”» jj 

of Commissioners for carrying this Act into execudou; and the said nesses, and i 

n • • ■^“ r.11111 i-i-L call for Pro- 

Commissioners acting as such Board shall be and are hereby em- dactinnof 
po.wered, by Summons under their hands and seal, to require the 
attendance of. all such Persons as they may think fit to call before 
348. . A ■ them' 
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them upon any question or niatter conncdccl with or relating to 
the administration of Relief to the Poor of Ireland ; nnd also to make 
any inquiries and require any answer or returns as to any such 
question or matter; and also to administer oaths, and examine all such 
Persons upon oath, and to require and enforce the production, upon 5 
oath, of hooks, contracts, agreements, accounts and writings, or copies 
thereof respectively, in anywise relating to any sucli question or matter • 
tatraD*edM aforesaid, tlie said Commissioners 

may, If they think fit, require any such Person to make and subscribe 
a declaration of the truth of the matters respecting W’hicii he shall 10 
have been or shall be so examined : Provided always, That no such 
Person shall be required, in obedience to any such summons, to go or 
travel more than Ten Miles from the place of his abode: Provided 
also, That nothing herein contained siiall extend, or be deemed to 
extend, to authorize or empower the said Commissioners to act as a 
Court of Record, or to require the production of the title, or of any 
papers or writings relating to the title, of any lands, tenements or 
hereditaments not being the property of any Parish or Union, or of 
any Corporation established for charitable purposes. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Comuiissioners slmll cause 20 
to be made a Seal of the said Board, and shall cause to be sealed or 
Rules &C therewith all Rules, Orders and Regulations made by the 

purporting to Said Commissioners in pursuance of this Act; luid all such Rules, 
mbSmlZ'’ Orders and Regulations, 0]- Copies thereof; pnrporting to he sealed or 
if.itote!'* “ Seal of the said Board, shall he received as evidence 25 

of the same respectively, without any further proof thereof; and no 
such Rule, Order or Kegulation, or Copy thereof, shall be valid or 
have any force or effect unless the same shall he so sealed or stamped 
as aforesaid. 

And be it farther Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall make 30 
a Record of their proceedings, in ndiich shall he entered in writing 
a teferenee to every Letter received, from whence, its date, the date 
of its reception, and the subject to wliich it relates, and a Minute of 
every Letter written or Order given by the said Commissioners, wlie- 
ther in answer to such Letters' received or otherwise, with the date of 35 
the same, and a Minute of the Opinion of each of the Members of the 
Board of Commissioners, in case they should finally differ in opinion, 
upon any Order to be given or other proceeding of the Board ; and such 
Record shall be submitted to One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State once in every year, orasoftenas he shall require the same. 40 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall, once 
I every year, submit to One of the Principal Secretaries of State a 



4. 

Commis- 
sioners lo 
reconl ilieir 
PrcceL'ilings, 



5 - 

Commis- 
sioners 10 
mnke a Gene- 
ral Report to 



praceedings; and ever, such General Report 
shall be laid before ’both Houses of Parliament within Weeks' 
after the receipt of the same by such Principal Secretary of ' State,' if 

. Parlialneiit 
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Parliament be then silling, or if Parliament be net sitting, then within 
Sii' Weeks after the next meeting thereof. 

Anti be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall from 
time to time, at such times us any One of His Majesty’s Principal 
5 Secretaries of State shall direct, give to the Principal Secretary of State 
requiring tlie same such information respecting their proceedings, or any 
part thereof, a.s the said Principal Secretary of State shall require. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and 
they are hereby empowered from time to time to appoint such Persons 
JO as they may think fit to be Assistant Commissioners for carrying thi.s 
Act into execution, at such places and- in such manner as the said 
Commissioners may direct, and to remove such Assistant Commissioners, 
or any of them, at their discretion, and on every or any vacancy in 
the said Office of Assistant Commissioner, by removal or by death or 
5 5 otherwise, to appoint, if they see fit, some other Person to the said 
Office : Provided always, That it shall not be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners to appoint more than Nine such Assistant Commissioners to 
act at any one time, unless the Lord High Treasurer, or the Commis- 
sioners of His Afajesty’s Treasury for the time being, or any Three or 
20 more of them, shall consent to the appoin raentef a greater number. 

And be it further Enacted; That no Commissioner or Assistant Com- 
missioner appointed ns aforesaid shall, during his continuance in such 
appointment, be capable of being elected or sitting as a Mensber of the 
House of Commons. 

25 And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners may and 
they are hereby empowered from time to time to appoint a Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary or Secretaries, and ail such Clerks, Messengers and 
Officers as they shall deem necessary, and from time to time, at the 
discretion of the said Commissioners, to remove such Secretary, Assistant 
30 Secretary or Secretaries, Clerks, Messengers and Officers, or any of 
them, and to appoint others in their stead j Provided always, That the 
amount of the Salaries of such Secretary, Assistant Secretary or Secre- 
taries, Clerks, IVTessengcrs and Officers shall from time to time be regu- 
lated by the Lord High Treasurer, or the Commissioners of His 
35 Majesty’s Treasury, or any Three or more of them. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Commissioner to be appointed 
by His 'Majesty, nor any Assistant Commissioner, Secretary, or other 
Officer or Person to be appointed by tlie said Commissioners, under 
and by virtue of the provisions of this Act, shall continue lo bold his 
respective Office or exercise any of the Powers given by this Act for 
a longer period than. Fire Years next after the day of ihepassing nfthis 

348. A 2 
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Ad, and thenceforth until the end of the then next Session of Parliament ; 
and from and after the expiration of the said period of Five Years, and 
of the then next Session of Parliament, so much of this Act as enables 
His Majesty to appoint any Commissioner or Commissioners shall 
cease to operate or have any effect whatever. ^ 

And be it further Enacted, That every Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner to be appointed from time to lime as aforesaid shall 
before he shall enter upon the execution of his office, take the follow- 
ing Oath before one, of the Judges of liis Majesty’s Courts of King’s 
Bench or Common Pleas, or one of the Barons of the Court of lo 
Exchequer; (that. is to say) 



Form ofOnth. “ I, A. B. do swear, That T will faithfully, impartially and honestly, 
according to the best of my skill and judgment, execute and 
fulfil all the Powers and Duties of a Commissioner [or, Assistant 
Commissioner, as the case may be,] under an Act passed in 15 
the of the reign of King William the Pourtb, 

intituled, [here set forth the Title of this Act.]” 



Notification nf And the appointment of every such Commissioner and Assistant Com- 

missioner, together with the time when, and the Judge or Baron before 20 
senTto Irish'^ wliom he shall have taken the Oath aforesaid, shall be forthwith published 
Officer in thc Dublin Gazette ; and a Notification of such appointment and 
of the taking of such Oath shall from time to time be sent, under the 
hands and seal of the said Commissioners, to the Irish Officer, who 
shall and is hereby required, as soon as conveniently may be, to caUse'the 25 
same to be advertised once in some newspaper published or circulated 
in such County ; and such Notification as aforesaid shall be kept and 
preserved by such Irish Officer with the Records of such County. 



Commis- 
sioners may 



Assistant 
Commis- 
sioners, aiul 
rcTcke them, 



Assistant 
Corimiis- 
eiooers may 
summon Per- 
sons and exa- 
mine them 



And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners to delegate to their Assistant Commissioners, or to any of 30 
them, such of the powers and authorities hereby given to the said 
Commissioners (except the powers to make General Rules) as the said 
Commissioners shall think fit; and the powers and authorities so 
delegated, and the delegation thereof, shall be notified in such manner, 
and such powers and authorities shall be exercised at such places, for 35 
such periods, and under such circumstances, and subject to such regula- 
tions as the said Commissioners shall direct ; and the said Commis- 
sioners may at any time revoke, recall, alter or vary all or any of the 
powers and authoiities which shall be so delegated as aforesaid, and, 
notwithstanding the delegation thereof, may act as if no such delega- 40 
tion had been made; and the said Assistant Commissioners may and 
are hereby empowered to summon before them such Persons as they 
may think necessary for the purpose of being examined upon oath, 

(which 
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(which oath such Assistant Commissioners are hereby empowered to ad- "P'”' ttsth ; or 
minister) upon any question or matter relating to the Poor or their 
Relief, or for the purpose of producing and verifying upon oath any SoS.''"'' 
books, contracts, agreements, accounts and writings, or copies of 
5 the same, in anywise relating to such question or matter, and not 
relating to or involving any question of title to any lands, tenements 
or hereditaments not being the property of any Parish or Union, or of any 
Corporation established for charitable purposes, as such Assistant Com- 
missioners may think fit. but so that no such Person shall be required, in 
10 obedience to any such Summons, logo or travel more than Tm Miles 
from the place of his abode : Provided nevertheless, That in lieu of re- 
quiring such oath as aforesaid, the said Assistant Commissioners may, if 
they think fit, require such Person to iiinke and subscribe a declaration 
of the truth of the matters respecting which he shall have been or shall 
15 be so examined ; and all Suiiinionses and Orders made by any such 
Assistant Commissioner, in pursuance or exercise of such delegated 
powers and authorities, shall be obeyed, performed and carried into 
effect by all Persons as if such Summons or Order had been the Sum- 
mons or Order of the said Commissioners, and the breach, non-observance 
20 or non-performance thereof shall be punisliable in like manner. 



And be it further Enacted, That, if any Person, upon any examioa- Penon?*i„g 
tion under the authority of this Act, shall wilfully and corruptly give " 

false evidence, he shall be deemed guilty of Perjui-y ; and if any Person 
shall make or subscribe a false declaration, lie shall, on being convicted 
25 thereof, sulier the pains and penalties of PcijuT^^ and if any Person refusing t& 
shall wilfully refuse to attend in obedience to any Summons of any Com- gSq inji,- 
missioncr or Assistant Commissioner, or to give evidence, or shall wil- 
fully alter, suppress, conceal, destroy or refuse to produce any books, 
contracts, agreements, accounts and writings, or copies of the same, 

30 which may be so required to be produced before the said Commis- 
sioners or Assistant Commissioners, every Person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor. 

14. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Com- Reasonable 
missioners, in any case where they see fit, lo order and allow such 
35 expenses of Witnesses, and of or attending the production ofi any 
books, contracts, agreements, accounts or writings, or copies thereof, 
to or before the said Commissioners or Assistant Commissioners, 
as such Commissioners may deem reasonable, to be paid as follows; 

(that is to say) out of the Poor Rates of the respective Parish or Union 
40 which, in the opinion of the said Commissioners, shall be interested 
or concerned in such attendance or production respectively, in all cases 
in which such Witnesses shall not go or travel more than Ten Miles 
from the respective Parish or Union which shall be interested or con« 
cefned as aforesaid ; and in all other cases, the expenses so ordered or 
34 ^- A 3 allowed 
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allowed shall be deemed as part of the incidental expenses atteiidintt 
the execution of this Act, and be paid accordingly. 



I5- 

W unbn? further Enacted, That from and after the passing of this 

Parishes made Ac?, every Parish in Ireland, or Union of Parishes duly formed as herein- 
relieve and after directed, shall be and is required to provide sufficient Relief 

p”?™'d“r *>'■ P"™ Iniiabitaiits as may at any time be ia clanger of 

"'“"I “f lb® necessaries of life, and also to set to evork 
wiinr^o such of the aforesaid poor Persons as are capable of labour, subject 
mate Rujea always to the direction and control of the Saul Commissioners, and 
tiona^fthe according to, the Rules, Orders or Regulations which the said Com- 

S'S'“ “issioners may issue ; and for executing the powers given to them 

Commissioners sliall and arc hereby authorized and 
="ji il»’‘ required, from time to time as they shall see occasion, to make and issue 
PoZ- °,ir all such Rules, Orders and Regulations for the Relief, Empioyment 

and Management of the Poor in Ireland, and for the levy of the 
sums of Money necessary for such purpose, upon a valuation of 
the Rental or real Property of the several Parishes or Unions of 
Ireland, and for the guidance and control of all Hoards of Guardians, 
and Officers of Parishes or Unions, so far as relates to the Relief, 
Employment or Management of the Poor, and to the levy of the 
sums necessary for such purposes, and .for carrying this Act into 
execution m all other respects, as they shall think proper ; and the 
“may Commissioners may, at their ciiacretiou, from time to time 

dtris. "“'"I Regulations, or any of 

&c. ’ them : Provided always, That nothing in this Act contained shall 

be construed as enabling the said Commissioners, or any of them, to 
interfere in any individual case for the purpose of ordering Relief. 



5 



10 



15 



20 



25 



'fbat no General Rule of the .said Com- 
tttl "s.m- missioncrs shall operate or take effect until the expiration of Forty Days 

“f'"' 'be same, or a Copy thereof, shall have been sent, signed and ,0 
mXS by the said Commissioners, to One of His Majesty's Principal 

bS”"'' i ‘f any time after any such General Rule 

Connciidiirinj ^all liave hceii so sent to such Principal Secretary of State His 
„ “"jttt'tj' “i'h the advise of His Privy Council, shall disallow the same 

«“eml Rule, or the part thereof so disal- 35 
lowed, shall not come into operation, if such disallowance he notified to 
at any time during the said period of FortJ/ 
oftenvard., ^ hut if such disallowance be made at any time after, that period, 

such disallowance shall, by One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State, be notified to the said Commissioners ; and from and nfter,such 40 
disallowance shall have been so notified, then such General Rule, so far as 
the same shall have been so disallowed, shall cease to operate, subject 
owever and without prejudice to all acts and transactions under or in vir- 
tue 0 the same previously to such disallowance having been so .notified. 

, And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( ' ) 

KH shall not previously have been subniitled to Parliament shall "'”'■ ‘ 

,am lime to time within One Week after the commencement of eve, v 
such Session bo tad by One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of 

Stale before both Houses of Parliament. 



And be It further Enacted, That a written or printed Copy of every 
Rule. Order or Regulation of the said Commissioners shall, before 
he sarne shall come into operation in an. Parish or Union, be sent by 
the said Commissioners by the Post, or in such manner as the Com- 

ttaGr'l- f “’“■'““'.■nlllrcssed to 

e Guaidiaiis of such Pariah or Union, nr their Clerk, and to the Clerk 

LhVaTh“ 7^77“““ 

5 Cleik. and Clerks to the Jnstices aforesaid, are hereby required to keep 
and preserve, notify and give publicity to such Rules, Orders and Regn- 
ations, such manner as the .said Commissioners shall direct, and aL 
to allow every Owner of Property, or his Agent, or any Rate-payer in 
every such Parish or Union, to inspect the same at all reasonable times 
20 free of any charge for such inspection, and to furnish Copies of the 
same, being paid for such Copies at and after the rale of Thm-pnce 
for every Folio of Seventy-two words, and to allow Copies or Extracts 
thereof to be taken on being paid for so doing after the rate of Tiree- 
W/yicnce for every Folio of Seventy-two words ; and in case any such 
25 Guard, ari, Clerk, or Clerk to the Justices, to whom such Rules, Orders 
or Regulations, or Copies thereof, shall be sent as aforesaid, shall 
neglect to keep and preserve, notify and give publicity to the same in 
the mode prescribed or directed by the said Commissioner, or shall 
refuse such inspection, or to furnish or allow such Copies thereof to be 
30 taken as aforesaid, every Person so offending shall for ever, such 
offence he subject and liable to a Penalty not eitceediog the s'nm of 
Ten Pounds nor less than Fortj/ Shillings, to be recoverable in the same 
manner as any penalties are by this Act directed to be recovered : Pro- 
vided also, That if any such Rule shall, after the same shall have come into 
35 operation, be disallowed in manner hereinbefore mentioned, or revoked 
by the said Commissioners, then and in every such case the said Com- 
missioners shall send by the Post, or in such manner as they shall 
think tit, to every Parish or Union affected by the said Rule, Notice of 
such disallowance or revocation; such Notice of disallowance or revo- 
40 cation to be addressed, kept, preserved, notified and publicly inspected, 
and Copies thereof furnished or allowed to be taken, in such and the 
same manner and subject to the same penalties as are hereinbefore 
mentioned respecting the Rules, Orders and Regulations of the -said 
Commissioners. 



i8. 
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And be it further Enacted, That no Order or Regulatiou made by 
any Assistant Commissioner shall be in force unless and until the same 
shall have been adopted by the said Commissioners, and sealed or 
stamped with their seal, and thereupon every sucii Order or Rc<mla- 
tion shall be considered as made by the said Commissioners ; and that 
no Rule, Order or Regulation of the said Commissioners, except 
Orders made in answer to the Statements and Reports hereinafter 
authorized to be made by Guardians to the said Commissioners, shall 
be hr force until the expiration of Fourteen Days after a written or 
printed Copy of the same shall have been sent by the said Commis- j 
sioners, sealed or stamped, and addressed as lastly hereinbefore is 
mentioned. 



bo 7 nS 7 it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said 

Commissioners, by Order under their hand and seal, to declare so. many 
Parishes in Ireland as they may think fit to he united for the Relief 15 
and Employment of their Poor, and such Parishes shall thereupon be 
deemed a Union for such purpose, and be jointly chargeable with and 
wh=re no defray the expense of relieving and employing their inhabitant 

Uuion formed, . Provided always, That where no such Union has been formed, 
SgLwffor separate Parish shall be singly chargeable with, and liable to ao 
its own Poor, defray the expense of, its in^bitant Poor. 

21, 

Tliat the said Commissioners sliall heve 
nine PO"’®' declare the time from which every such Parish or Union of 

respectively shall be liable as aforesaid to the Relief and 
Employment of its Poor. 

25 

22. 

and Election further Enacted, Tiiat in every Parish or Union of . 

aforesaid to the Relief, and Employment 
of Its Poor, a Board of Guardians shall be constituted and chosen by 
the Rate-payers and Owners of Property in such Parish or Union, at 
sncIi time and in such manner as the said Commissioners shall direct; 30 
and the said Commissioners slmll determine the number and qualifica- 
tion, and prescribe the duties and period of service, as well as the 
time and mode of election of such Guardians 1 Provided always. 

That m the election of such Guardians, the Owner of every rated 
Werty in every Parish or Union be entitled to vote as wcdl as the 35- 
Occupier, both Owners and Occupiers having a number of votes pro- 
portioned more or less to the value of tlieir ]jropcrty or occupation, 
so as nevertheless that no Owner have more than Tm votes in the 
same Parish or Union, and no Occupier more than Mve votes ; Pro- 
vided also. That One or more Guardians shall be elected for each. 40 
Parish included in any Union ; and every Justice of the Peace residing 
in any Parish or Union, and acting for the County or Division in 
which the same may be situated, shall be ex officio a Guardian of such 

Parish 
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Parish or Union, and shall if he think 6t act as a Member of such 
Botird, in addition to and jn like manner as sdcb elected Guardians : 
Provided always, That except where otherwise ordered by the said 
Commissioners, no ex officio or other Guardian of any such Board as 
5 aforesaid shall have power to act in virtue of such Office except as a 
Member and at a Meeting of such Board ; and no act of any such 
Meeting shall be valid unless Three Members shall be present and 
co)icur therein: Provided also, That nothing herein contained shall 
prevent such Owners and Rate-payers from re-electing the same Per- 
10 sons or any or either of them to be Guardians for the year next ensuing, 
nor from 'electing as a Guardian any Person who may already have 
been chosen as a Guardian of any other Parish. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Guardians ofevery Parish or Union 
appointed as is hereinbefore directed shall, at such time and under such 
15 regulationa as the said Commissioners shall prescribe, proceed to ascer- 
tain and assess the value of die Property in the said Parish or Union, 
causing to be iiiude such' Surveys and Valuations of the said Property, 
or ahy part thereof, as may be necessary fi'om time to time to make a 
fair and just Assessment upon the several occupancies of Lands or 
ao Tenements within the said Parish or Union, and shall from time to- lime 
raise or levy thereon such sums as they may find necessary for the due 
Relief and Employment of the Poor of such Parish or Union, which 
Rates or Levies shall be called the Poor-rate of such Parish or Union ; 
and all sudi Rates shall be made, published and recovered in such 
25 manner as the said Commissioners shall direct; and the Rate-payers 
shall have the like power of Appeal against such Rates as they have 
against County or Baronial Rates at present : Provided always, 
and be it furtlier Enacted, That every occupier of lands or- tene- 
ments shall be entitled to deduct or set, off One-half of every sum 
30 paid by him towards such Rate from .the amount of rent which 
shall at that time be due and unpaid by him, if any, and if.no 
rent he at that time due by him, then from the next gale or half- 
yearly rent which shall become due from him to his landlord or 
immediate lessor ; and the Collector’s receipt for sgch payment shall 
3,5 discharge such Occupier frdm so much pf the rent then or subse- 
quently due from him as aforesaid ; and every lessor against whom 
such payment shall have been charged or set off, shall be entitled in the 
same manner to deduct or set off from the amount of rent then due, or, 
if none be then due, next thereafter becoming due from him to his land- 
40 lord or .lessor, a sum bearing the same proportion to the years 
rent of his holdings, as One-half of the sum levied from the Occupier 
bears to the amount at which his occupation is valued for one year in 
the books of the Parish or Union. 

348. . ® 
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And be it further Enacted, Timt it shall be lawful for the said Com- 
missioners, as and when they shall see fit, by order under their hands 
and seal, to direct the Guardians of any Parish or Union, or of so 
many Parishes or Unions as the said Coimnissioners may in such order 
specify and declare to be united for the purpose only of appointing and 5 
paying' Officers, to appoint such paid Officers with such qualifications as 
the said Commissioners shall think necessary for surperintending or as- 
sisting in the administration of the llclicf and Emj)loyment of the 
Poor, and for collecting the Poor-rates, and for the examining 
and auditing, allowing or disallowing of Accounts in such Parish 10 
or Union, or united Parishes, and otherwise carrying the provisions 
of tliis Act into execution ; and the said Commissioners may and 
they are Jiereby empowered to define and specify and direct the execu- 
tion of the respective duties of such Officers, and the [ilaces or limits 
within which the same shall be performed, and direct the mode of 15 
the appointment and determine the continuance in office or dismissal of 
such Officers, and the amount and nature of the security to be given by 
such of the said Officers as the said Commissioners shall think ought to 
give security, and, when the said Coimnissionera may see occasion, to 
regulate the amount of Salaries payable to .such Officers respectively, 20 
and the time and mode of payment thereof, and the proportions in which 
such respective Parishes or Unions shall contribute to such payment; 
and such Salaries shall be chargeable upon and payable out of the Poor 
Rates of such Parish or Union, or respective l^arislies, in the manner 
and proportions fixed by the said Commissioners, and shall be recover- 25 
able against the Guardinns of such Parish or Union, or Parishes, by all 
such ways and means as are hcroinafter directed for tho recovery of 
penalties under this Act; and all such payments shall be valid, and shall 
be allowed in the accounts of the Guardians paying the same. 

And be it Enacted, That tho said Commissioners shall and may 
direct the mode and form in which the Accounts of every such 
Parish or Union shall be kept, passed and audited; and may and 
they arc hereby authorized and cmpowercil to regulate the mode, nature 
and amount of Relief which shall be afforded by the Board of Guardians 
. of Parishes or Unions to the destitute Poor of their re^spective 35 
Parishes or Unions; and also the mode mid nature of the work upon 
which such of tiic aforesaid Poor ns arc capable of work shall be em- 
ployed, and the rate of wages, of mode and nature of payment or 
allowance, in money or in kind, which shall be aflbrded in return for 
such work ; and, subject to tlie Rules, Orders and Regulations therefor 40 
made by the said Comnussioners, the Board of Guardians of every 
Parish or Union shall, as a body, be liable to, and chargeable with, the 
Relief and Employment of such of the poor Inhabitants of such Pariah or 
Union as may at time be in danger of perishing from want of the 
necessaries of life ; and for the purpose of attending to applications froiR 
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such poor Persons, such Board shall meet from time to time, and at 
sucl! places, and as often as the said Commissioners shall direct; and 
in the intervals between such meetings, the' relieving Ofecer or 
Officers appointed by the said Board under the directions of the said 
5 Commissioners, shall be empowered and is hereby required to afford 
such temporary relief in cases of emergency ,as each case shall require, 
in arlicies of absolute necessity, but not in Money, and whether the 
Applicant for relief be legally settled in the Parish or Union in which 
he shall apply for relief or not. 

10 AND whereas it is and may be doubled whether full employment 
of a profitable kind can be found for all the able-bodied poor of Ire- 
land within that island, while there is and will probably long continue a 
great and increasing demand for the services of additional able-bodied 
labourers in several of His Majesty’s Colonies: And whereas the intent 
15 of this Act, (videlicet, that no poor person in Ireland need perish for want 
of the means of subsistence,) will be fulfilled if every poor person in 
danger of so perisbing be enabled to obtain the means of subsistence 
by his own exertions in any part of His Majesty’s Dominions ; BE it 
further Enacted, That the Board of Guardians of any Parish or Union 
20 shall be and arc hereby authorized and empowered, subject always to 
the control and directions therein of the said Commissioners, who are 
• hereby authorized and empowered to issue such directions, to apply 
such part of the sums raised by them as Poor Rate from their Parish or 
Union, as thc=y think fit, in defraying the necessary expenses of theemi- 
25 gralion to any of His Majesty’s Colonies, of any able-bodied poor 
persons that may apply to them for employment, together with their 
Wives and Children under the •Sid'tee 7 i, if any; and in case 

any such applicant shall refuse so td?«higrate under the directions of 
the Board, the said Board of Guardians is and shall be discharged 
30 from all obligation to relieve or set to work such poor Person or his 
Wife or Cliildren as aforesaid, anything in this Act to , the contrary not- 
withstanding. 



Reliefiu cases 
of emergency. 



26. 
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And be it further Enacted, That from and after Ihe passing 0/ this 
Act, the Father and Grandfather, Mother and Grandmother, Son and liable to tiieir 
35 Daughter, Grandson and Grand-daughter, of every poor Person who 
- shall be at any time in want of the necessaiaes of life, shall be and are 
hereby made liable to provide such poor Person with necessary rehh’f, if 
capable of doing so; and the Bpard of Guardians, on the application 
of any such poor Person for fSiijSfl shall, be and are hereby empowered aRamsthy 
4 ^ to make an order, if they think fit, up^qnjiny Person so related and- 
capable as aforesaid, to any poor Persofl^o'^pplying, for such amount 
of relief, and for such time, as the case may judgment require , 

and in case their order be disobeyed by such or Persons, then 

it shall be lawful to- any Magistrate, upon the application of the Board, 
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to sumtnon such Person or Persons to appear before the next Bench of 
Magistrates to account for such refusal ; and such Bench, or any Two 
Magistrates thereof, shall be and are hereby empowered to hear and 
determine the case, and shall thereon, if they think fit, issue a warrant 
of distress for the recovery of the sum named in the order, together ,5 
with the costs of the proceedings had, from the goods and chattels of, 
the Person or Persons proceeded against, to be levied in the manner pre- 
scribed hereinafter for all forfeitiires or penalties incurred under this Act. 

. 2d. . ^ 

poorPereors And be it further Enacted, That all Relief given to or on account 
iiStl Wifeor of the Wife, or to or on account of any Cliilcl or Children under the 10 
ciiiidie". Sixiten, not being blind or deaf and dumb, shall be considered 

as given to the Husband of such Wife, oi' to the Father of such Child 
or Cliildren,.as the case may be, and any Relief given to or 011 account 
of anv Child or Children under tlie age of Sivlccn of any Widow, 
shall be considered as given to such Widow. 

. 29. 

Husbai.d And be it furthej' Enacted, That every Man who, from and after tlie 

tail) cliiiiireir 2)assing of tkis Acty shall marry a Woman having a Child' or Children 
beiTro^'iviar at the time of such Marriage, whether such Child or Cliildren be legi- 
timate or illegitimate, shall be liable to maintain sucli Child or Children 
as a part of his Family, and shall be chargeable with all Relief, or the ,20 
cost price thereof, granted to or on account of such Child or Children, 
until such Child or Children shall rcsjjcclivcly attain tlie age of 
Sixteen, or until the death of the Motlicr of such Child or Children; 
and such Child or Children shall, for the purposes of this Act, be 
deemed a part of such Husband’s family accordingly. 25 

30. 

Sucii Relief And be it furtlier Enacted, That any Relief, or the cost price thereof, 
sionera may which shall be given to or on account of any poor Person above the 

Siidcj“d « Tmty-one, or to his Wife, or any part of his family under 

Lo«n, tliQ ggg Sixteen, and which the said Commissioners shall by any Rule, 

Order or Regulation declare or direct to be given or considered as 30 
given by way of Loan, and whether any receipt for such Relief, or 
engagement to repay ^atne, or the cost price thereof, or any part 
thereof, shall have faeen^given or not by the Person to or on account of 
whom tiie same shall have been so given, shall be considered and the 
same is hereby declared to be a Loan to such poor Person, 35 

31. . 

Jus'tiw Enacted, That in all cases where any Relief shall 

SnKr way of Loan, or where any Relief, or the cost 

Empi^er thereof, shall be treated as a Loan,' under the Rules, Orders and 

^ Regulations of the said Commissioners, or. the jiroviaions of this 

Act, it shall be lawful for any Justice, 'upon the application of the 4 ° 
Guardians of the P'arish or Union providing such Relief, and upon 

proof 



* 
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proof of the same hiiving been given to or on account of any such 
Person, his Wife or Family as aforesaid, and of the same, or any part 
thereof; still remaining due, to issue a Summons, requiring such Pei-son, 
as well as the Master or Employer of such Person, or some Person oii 
j his behalf, to appear before any Two Justices, at a time and place to be 
named in such summons, to show cause why any wages due, or 
which may from time to time become due, from such Master or 
Employer, should not be paid over, in whple or in part, to such 
- Guardians, and if no sufficient cause be shown to the contrary, or if 
,0 such. Person, or some one on his behalf, shall not appear on the return 
of such Summons, then the said Justices shall, by order under their 
hands, direct the Master or Employer for the time being from whom 
any wages shall be clue or from time to time become due or payable 
to such poor Person, to pay, either in one sum, or by such weekly or 
15 other inslaimcnts as the said Justices shall in their discretion think fit, 
taking into consideration the circumstances of such poor Person and 
his Family, out of such wages, to such Guardians, the amount' of such 
Eclief, or so much the.reof as shall from time to time be due or unpaid ; 
and the payment to and receipt of any such Guardian shall be a good 
20 discharge to such Master or Employer for so much of any such Wages 
as shall be so paid by virtue of any such order; and if any such Master 
or Employer shall refuse or neglect to pay ,to the Guardian producing 
any such order the Money thereby directed to be paid, according to 
the terms of such order, and at the periods thereby fixed fijr such 
25 payment, the same may be levied and recovered, and the payment 
thereof from time to time enforced against sucli Master or Employer, 
in such and the like manner as penalties and forfeitures are recoverable 
under this Act. 

' And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall be 
30 and are hereby empowered to issue Rules and Regulations for the 
binding of poor Children, under the age of Shrieen Years, who may 
be chargeable to any Parish or Union, Apprentices to any trade or 
following, within any part of ‘tl}® Dominions of- Ilis Majesty; and the 
■ Board of Guardians of any Parish or Union shall therein follow apd 
35 obey the directions, and conform to the Rules, ;@pdera and Regulations 
' made and issued by the said itlWay^, Thdt 

the term of such Apprenticeship shall in no case endure beyond the 
period'at which the apprentice shall attaiii the age of Twaity. 

And be.it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
40 majority of the Rate-payers and Owners of. Property in any Parish or 
■ . Union, assembled at a Meeting to be duly convened and held for the 
purpose, after public notice of the time and place of holding audi 
Meeting, and the purpose for which the same is. intend^ to be held 

shall have been given, in such manner as the said Commissioners shall 
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prescribe, to direct that such sum or sums of Money (not exceeding 
Halfihe average yearly Kate' for the preceding year) as the said 
Owners and Hate-payers so assembled at such Meeting, and voting in 
the manner hereinbefore directed for the Election of Giiardiayis may 
think tit, shall be raised or borrowed as a Fund, or in aid of any Fund 5 
or Contribution, for defraying the expenses of tlie voluntary emigration 
of poor inhabitants of such Parish or Union, or of their employment in 
reclaiming waste land, or in making roads, drainages, embankments, 
or any other public work, or of assisting them to settle and locate them- 
selves on any waste lands within Ireland, or of the purchase of waste 10 
lands for such purpose, such sum or sums of Money to be paid out 
of or charged upon the Rates raised or to be raised for the Relief and 
Employment of the Poor of such Parish or Union, and to be applied 
only under and according to such Rules, Orders and Regulations as the 
said Commissioners shall In that behalf direct ; Provided always. That 15 
the time to be limited for the repayment of any sum so charged on such 
Rates shall in no case exceed the period of 7 'cn Years from the time of t 
borrowing the same. 

3 d- 

Omseersmay [^g it further Enacted, That . where it sliall be lawful, under the 

apply to Com- . . • , 

missionera of provisions of this Act, to raise or borrow any sum or sums of Money for 20 
BtSTckr the purposes aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the G uardians of-such Parish 
Union, with the consent of the said Commissioners, to bo testified under 
oTMoney.'^'^ their hands and seal, to make application for an advance of any sum 
necessary for any such purposes to the Commissioners appointed under 
an Act made and passed in the fifty-seventh year of the reign of his late 25 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act to authorize the 
Issue of Exchequer Bills, and the Advance of Money out of the 
Consolidated Fund to a limited Amount, for the carrying on of Public 
Works and Fisheries in the United Kingdom, and Employment of the 
Poor in Great Britain, in manner therein mentioned,” and of any Act 30 
or Acts passed for amending or continuing the same; and the said 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners are liereby empowered to make 
such Advances, ■ upon any such application as aforesaid, upon the 
security of the Rates for the Relief of the Poor in such Parish or 
Union, and without requiring any further or other security tlian a 35 
charge on such Rates. 

35. 

Enactcd, That every poor Peraon who shall have 
Settiement -Occupied and paid the Rent of one entire Dwelling-house or Tenement 
in any Parish or Union in Ireland for One Twelvemonth, and shall 
liave followed for that period any industrious occupation, not being in 40 
the receipt of any allowance, aid or assistance in the way of Relief 
from any other Parish or Union, shall he deemed and considered an 
Inhabitant of such Parish or Union within the meaning of this Act; 
and such Parish or Union shall be chargeable to the Relief of such 

poor, 
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poor Person when destitute of the necessaries of life, and also of his or 
her Children or Orphans, when so destitute, such poor Person or their 
Children or Orphans, not having gained a settlement by inhabitancy, 
as hereinbefore defined, in any other Parish or Union subsequently to the 
5 setileinent of their Parent in such aforesaid Parish or Union : Provided 
also, That every poor Person or Persons being in danger of perishing 
from want of the necessaries of life shall be relieved by the relieving 
Officer of such Parish or Union in which he or they may happen to be at 
the time, with such temporary Relief as the emergency of the case may 
10 require; and such relieving Officer is hereby required to afford such 
necessary Relief to such poor Person or Persons on his or their appli- 
cation in food or necessaries,. but not in money, subject always to the 
Rules, Orders and Regulations of the Commissioners thereto relating. 



And be it Enacted, Tliat when any poor Person shall have become 
15 chargeable to any Parish or Union, upon proof thereof by the relieving 
Officer of the said Parish or Union, before any Two Magistrates of the 
County in which such Parish or Union is situated, and also upon further 
proof offered to the satisfaction of the said Magistrates of such poor 
Person being legally chargeable as an Inhabitant to some other Parish 
20 or Union, it shall and may be lawful for such 7 ?wo Magistrates to make 
an Order for the removal of such poor Person to the Parish or Union 
to which they shall adjudge him to belong : Provided always, That no 
poor Person shall be removed or removeable, under any Order of 
Removal, from any Parish or Union by reason of his being chargeable 
25 to or relieved therein, until Twenty-one Days after a Notice in writing 
of his being so chargeable or relieved, accompanied by a copy or 
counterpart of the Order of Removal of such Person, aud by a copy 
of the evidence or examination upon which such Order was made, shall 
have been sent, by post or otherwise, by the .Guardians of the Parish 
30 obtaining such Order, or any Three or more of such Guardians, to the 
Guardians of the Parish to whom such Order shall be directed : Pro- 
vided always, That if such Guardians as last aforesaid, or any Three 
or more of such Guardians, shall by writing under their hands agree 
to submit to such Order, and to receive such poor Person, it 
35 shall be lawful to remove such poor Person according to the tenor 
of such Order, although the said period of Tmty-om Days may 
not have elapsed : Provided also, That if hotice of appeal against 
such Order of Removal shallbe received by the Guardians of the Parish 
from which such poor directed . in :W'th Order to be removed 

40 within the said period Days, it shall not ■ be lawful to 

remove such poor Person until after the time for prosecuting such 
Appeal shall have expired, or, in case such Appeal shall be duly pro- 
secuted, until after the final determination of such Appeal. 



And be it further Enacted, ThaMhe Guardians of the Parish or 
Union upon whom such an Order shall have been made and notice 
C. n a thereof 
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thereof served may, if tliey think fit, appeal against sucli Order to the 
General Quarter Sessions of the County in which such Parish or Union 
is situated, holden next after the expiration of the aforesaid Timny-ont 
Days, and the said Court shall thereupon proceed to hear and deter- 
mine such appeal : Provided always, That the Parish- or Union so s 
appealing shall serve notice, in writing, of the intention to prosecute 
such appeal upon the Guardians of the Pai-ish or Union, by which 
the poor Person is removed, or their relieving Oflicer, not less thaiji 
Seoen Days previous to the holding of such Sessions. 
dS. 

incMoof .Andbeitfurther Enacted, Tluuthc Guardians ol the Parish or Union lo 
Guarfian^to giving such notico of Appeal, or their Attorney, or any other Person 
tolucirpoar authorized by them, shall, until such Appeal shall have been heard and 
hi”hi» Sktle*'* proper times liave free acce.ss to such poor Person for 

ment. the purposG of examining him touching liis , Settlement ; and in case 

it shall be necessary for the more cffcctua] cxainimition of such Person 15 
that he should be taken out of the removing Parish or Union, such 
Guardians shall be permitted to remove him tliore.from for the time 
which may be necessary for that purpose : Provided always, That the 
expense of such removal, and of his maintcnaucc during the same, 
shall be defrayed by the appellant Parish. 2^ 

Ground of And be it farther Enacted, That the Guardians of the Parish appeal- 

Appenl to be . . , i , „„ * 

stBtediii mg against such Order, or any J/irce or more of such Guardians, shall, 
Notice. Notice, or Fourteen Days at least before llic fir.st Day of- 

the Sessions at which such Appeal is intondod to bo tried, send or 
deliver to tlic Guardians of the respomlunt Parish or Union, a State- 35 
ment in writing under tlioir hands of the gromuls of such Appeal; 
and it shall not be lawful for the Overseers of such apjiellunt Parish 
or Union lobe heard in support of .such Appeal vinless such Notice 
and Statement shall' have ])r;en ao given us aforesaid : Provided 
always, That it ahall not be luvvlul for the rc.spnmlent or appellant ^0 
Parish or. Union, 011 the hearing of any Appeal, to go into or give 
Evidence of any other groimdH of removal, or of appeal against any 
Order of Removal, than tIio.se .set forth in .such respective Order, 
Examination, or Statemcint as aforesaid. 

^ parisii losing ^^”’mtcd, '’Unit upou cvniy .sucli Appcul tlic Court 35 

same sliall lie brouglit shall and may. if they think 
Com,™, fit, order and direct tlic Pariah ogainst wliid. the same shall be de- 
cided to pay to the other such costs and charges as may Jo such Court 
I appear just and reasonable, and shall certify the amount thereof, and 
in case the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish liable to pay the 
same shall, upon demand, and upon the production of such Certifi- 
cate, refuse or neglect to pay the same, the amount thereof may be 
recovered from such Overseer in the same uiaiincr as any penalties or 
forfeitures are by this Ad, recoverable. 

Ami , 
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And be it farther Enacted. Tlmt if either of the Parties shall 
have included in the Order or Statement sent as hereinbefore J"',,"”'” 
diiected any grounds of removal or of appeal which shall in the Sratcmein u. 
opinion of the Justices determining the appeal be frivolous and vexa- ” 

5 tious, such Party shall be liable, at the discretion of the said Jus- 
tices, to pay the whole or any part of the Costs incurred by the other 
Party in disputing any sucli grounds, such Costs to be recovered in 
llie manner hereinbefore directed as to the other Costs incurred by 
reason of such Appeal. 

10 ■ And he it further Enacted, That the Parish to which any poor Cosut?' 
Person whose Settlement shall be in question at the time of granting 
Relief shall be admitted or finally adjudged to belong shall be charge- 
able with and liable to pay the coat and expense of tlie Relief and 
Maintenance of such poor Person, and such cost aud expense may finally 
15 be recovered against such Parish in the same manner as any penal- 
ties or forfeitures are by this Act recoverable : Provided always, That 
such Parish, if not the Parish granting such Relief, shall pay to the 
Parish by which such Relief shall be granted the cost and expense 
of such Relief and Maintenance from such time only as notice of 
20 such poor Person having become chargeable shall have been sent by 
such relieving Parish to the Parish to which such poor Person shall 
be so admitted or finally adjudged to belong : Provided always, That Relief under 
no charges or expenses of Relief or Maintenance shall be recoverable OrXr not m 
under a suspended Order of Removal, unless notice of such Order uniesrNot^M* 
25 of Removal, with a copy of the same, and of the examination upon 
which such Order was made, shall have been given within 2 hi Days 
of such Order being made to the Overseers of the Poor of the 
Parish to whom such Order is directed. 

■ 43- 

And be it Enacted, That it shall he lawful for the said Commis- Power tuc*li 

, . torand publish 

^0 sioners and they are hereby empowered, from time to time as they Accuunuof 
may. think fit, to require from all Persons in whom any freehold, copy- charity 
hold or leasehold estate, or any other property or funds belonging to 
any Parish, Township, Corporation or place, and held in trust for or 
applicable to the Relief of the Poor, or any other charitable purpose, 

35 shall be vested, or who shall be in the receipt of the rents, profits or 
income of any such estate, property or funds, a true and detailed 
account in writing of the place where such estate may be siluate, or 
in what inode or on what security such other property or funds may 
be invested, with such details of the rents, profits and income thereof, 

40 and of the appropriation of the same, and of all such other particulars 
relating thereto, as the said Commissioners may direct and require; and 
such Statement or a true copy thereof shall, under the regulations of 
the said Commissioners, be open for the inspection of the Owners ol 
Property and Rate-payers in such Parish or Place ; Provided always, 
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That nothing hereinbefore contained shall apply to any funds raised 
from time to time by the volutary contributions of the Inhabitants of 
any Parish. 
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P' And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners shall and 
may receive and send by the General Post, from and to places s 
t- within the United Kingdom, all Letters and Packets relating solely 
. and exclusively to the execution of this Act, free from the duty of 
Postage, provided that such Letters and Packets as shall be sent to 
the said Commissioners be directed to the “ Poor Law Commis 
Stoners” at their Office in London, and that all such Letters and lo 
Packets as shall be sent by the said Commissioners shall be in covers 
with the words - Office of Poor Law Commissioner, pursuant to Act 
of Parliament passed in the Fifth year of the reign of His Aiafestv 
King William the Fourth.” printed on the same, and be signed on ■ 
the outside thereof, under such words, with the name of such Person 
as the said Commissioners, with the consent of the Lords Commis 
Stoners of the Treasury, or any Three or more of them, shall autho- 
rize and appoint, ,n Ins own hand-writing, (such name to be from 
time to time transmitted to the Secretaries of the General Post Office 
m Loudon and Dublin.) and be sealed with tlie seal of the said Com- 20 
m®.oners, and under such other regulations and restrictions as the 
said Lords Commissioners or any Three or more of them, shall think 
proper and direct; and the Person so to be authorized is hereby 
strictly forbidden so to subscribe or sea] any Letter or Packet whate 
er, except such only concerning which he shall receive the special 2, 

r lateri 1 Mniself know to 

relate solely and exclusively to the execution of this Act ; and if the ' 

Person so to be authorized, w any other Person, shall send, or cause 
permit to be sent, under any such cover, any Letter, Paper or 
Wntmg or any Enclosure, other than what shall relate to the exe- 30 

tZZVlf a °®“<Jing shall forfeit . and pay . 

sum of Onc^Hu„dred Pounds, and be dismissed from his office 
one moiety of the said Penalty to the use of His Majesty, ik he' ^ 

shall T„fZ“or “ f*' '^'“0 

^fo Hs M “d -covered in 35 

Zmtf in eTi^H f- offences 

n DuZ orZ® “ ’ “ ” Courts of Record 

SteZt V rif "/f the Sheriff or 

offend' ^ I, II ” Stewartry within which the Party 

coZ Zin ScoU d " Z- fo' offence! 40 

feCe «rb! : or other 

-e notyelating s^^, a^VLI^v!, 
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covers under wUch the same shall be sent, in order that the contents 
thereof may be charged tvlth the full rates of Postage, 

anttrled to 

5 ■ , . '"’y Comnnssioner, Assistant Commis 

Stoner, or Justtce of the Peace, under this Act, at the usual o"”^t 

such Sumlt" "f 

And be lyurthcr Enacted, That in case any Person shall wilfully 
neglect or disobey any of the Rules, Orders or Regulations of the 
said Commissioners, or Assistant Commissioners, or be guilty of any 
.contempt of the said Commissioners sitting as a Board, or shall other 
wise disobey any of the provisions of this Act, such Person sliall 
upon conviction before any two Justices, forfeit and pay for the firsi 
15 offence any snm not exceeding fe Pounds, for the second offence 
any sum not exceeding Twentj Pounds nor less than fee Pounds 
and in the event of such Person being convicted a third time, such 
third and every subsequent offence sh all be deemed a misdemeanor 
and such Offender shall be liable to be indicted for the same offence 
.0 and shall on convieden pay such fine, not being less than Tv>cnly 
Pounds and suffer such imprisonment, with or without hard labour 
as may be awarded against him by the Court by or before which he 
snail be tried and convicted. 

thifAcUnfllfr''" P-aIti-a„d Forfeitures by 

this Act mflioted or authorized to be imposed for any offence against 

the same shall, upon proof and conviction of the offences respectively SS "7 

before any two Justices, either by the c^ession of the party offend- 

mg, or by the oath of any credible witness or witnesses, (which oath 

such Justices are in every case hereby fully authorized to administer,) 

3 or upon order made as aforesaid, be levied, together with the costs 
attending the information, summons and conviction, by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of the Offender or Person liable or 
ordered to pay the same respectively, by Warrant tinder the hands of 
the Justices before whom the party may h-ave been convicted, or, on 
35 iwoofof such conviction, by a Warrant Under the handaoranyJtwoJus- 
tices acting for the county, riding, baroiiy or'amsion (which Warrant 

such Justices are hereby empowered and required to grant); and the 
overplus (if any), after such Penalties and .Forfeitures, and the 
charges of such distress and sale, are deducted, shall be retarhed, 

40 upon demand, unto the Owner or Owners of such goods anijihattels 
and in case such Fines Penalties and Forfeitures shall not lie forthwit|i 
paid upon conviction, tied it shhll be lawful for such ySstices as 
aforesaid to order the’ Offender or Offenders so' convicted to be 
detained and kept in safe custody until return can be conveniently 
34 fl. , c 2 made 



/ 
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made to such Warrant of distress, unless the Oftemlcr ov Offenders 
shall give sufficient security, to the satisfaction of such Justices 
as aforesaid, for his or their appearance before such Justices on such 
day or days as shall be appointed for the return of such Warj'ant of 
distress, such day or days not being more than Semn Days from the 
time of taking any such security, and which security the Justices as 
aforesaid are liereby empowered to take by way of recoo'nizance or 
otherwise ; but if upon the return of such Warrant it shall appear 
that 110 sufficient distress can be had thereupon, then it shall be law. 
ful for any such Justices as aforesaid, as the case may be, and they are j q 
hereby authorized and required, by Warrant or Warrants under their 
hands, to cause such Offender or Offenders to be committed to the 
Common Gaol or House of Correction of the county riding or 
place where the Offender shall be or reside, there to remain, with- 
out bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding T/iree calendar 
Months, unless such Penalties and Forfeitures, and all reasonable 
til® shall be sooner paid and satisfied; and 
applied. the Penalties and Forfeitures, when so levied, shall be paid to or for 
. the use of the Parish or Union where such offence shall have been 
committed, to be applied in the aid of the Poor Rate of such Parish 20 
or Union. 



48. 

further Enacted, That no Owner of property, Rate-payer 
m.iy be com- or Inhabitant of any Parish or Union shall be deemed an incomnetent 
nesses. Witness m any proceeding for the I’ecovery of any Penalty or For- 

feiture inflicted or imposed- for any oifence against this Act, notwith- 
standing such Penalty or Forfeiture when recovered, shall be applicable 
in aid or tlie Poor Rate of such Parish or Union. 

49 - 

JS”' ‘‘ Tliat in all cases in which any Penalty 

recoverable before the Justices of the Peace under this 
PanoltiJ, -Ant, it sliall and may be lawful for any Commissioner or Assistant 
Commissioner, or any Justice to whom complaint in writing shall he 
made of any such offence, to summon the Party complained against to 
appear before any Two Justices, and on such Summons the said Two 
Justices may hear and determine the matter of such complaint, and 
on proof of the offence convict the Offender, and adjudge him to 
, pay the penalty or forfeiture incurred, and proceed to recover the 
same. 

50. 

rtSS" , Enacted, That where any distress shall be made 

SiSlt ; T “a “f ‘W* Act, the distress 

SSSI' ‘ j “Of ‘he Party making the same be 

y.nt DtPorm oeemed a trespasser, on account of any default or want of form in 40 
pre^edings relating thereto, nor shall the Party distrainitig be 
deemed a trespasser ab initio on account of any irregularity which shall 

terwards 
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afLcrwarcls happen in making the distress, bnt the Person aggrieved 
by such irregularity may recover full satisfaction or the special da- 
mage in an action on the case : Provided always, That no Plaintiff PifiiatifTnot 
shall recover in any action for any irregularity trespass or wrongful 
r proceedings, if tender of sufScient amends shall be made, bv or on ’fTenderof 
behalf of the Party who shall have committed or caused to be com- 
mitted any such irregularity trespass or wrongful proceedings, before 
such action shall have been brought ; and in case no such tender 
shall have been made, it shall and may be lawful for the Defendant in 
JO any such action, by leave of the Court where such action shall 
depend, at any time before issue joined, to pay into Court such sum 
of Money as he shall see fit, whereupon such proceedings or orders 
' and judgment shall be had made and given in and by such Court as 
in other actions where the Defendant is allowed to pay money into 
1.5 Court. 



51 * 

Provided also, and be it further Enacted, That if any Person or Appedtoths 
Persons shall find himself, herself or themselves aggrieved by any order ^onTagafost 
or conviction of any Justice or Justices, where such Person or Persons 
shall be convicted in any Penalty or Penalties exceeding Pounds, Four calendar 
20 or if any Person shall find himself aggrieved by any order made under cause of Com- 
the Provisions of this Act on such Person as the putative Father of 
any Bastard Child,, it shall be lawful for such Person or Persons to 
appeal to any General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace to be held in 
and for the county, riding or division in which such order shall have 
25 been made or conviction taken place within Four calendar Months next 
after the cause of complaint shall have arisen, or if such Sessions shzdl 
be held before the expiration of 0 )ie calendar Month next after such 
cau.se of complaint, then such appeal shall be made to the next fol- 
lowing Sessions, either of which Court of Sessions is hereby empow- 
30 ered to hear and finally determine the matter of the said appeal, and 
to make such order therein as to them shall seem meet, which order 
shall be final and conclusive to and upon all Parties; provided that the FourteenDH^s 
Person or Persons so appealing shall give or cause to be given at least 
■Fourtee?i Days notice in writing of his her or their intention of appeal- - 

35 ing as aforesaid, and of the matter or cause thereof to the Respondent w u enured 
or Respondents, and within Five Days after such notice shall enter 
into a recognizance before some Justice of the Peace, with sufficient 
securities, conditioned to try such appeal at the then next General 
Sessions or Quarter Sessions of the Peace which shall first happen, 

40 and to abide the order of and pay such costs as shall be awarded by 
the Justices at such Quarter'Sessions or any adjournment thereof; and 
such Justices, upon hearing and finally determining such matter of 
appeal, shall and may, according to their discretion, award such costs 
to the Party appealing or appealed against as they shall think proper; 
and their det^niination in or concerning the premises shall be conclu- 
sive and binding on all Parties to all intents and purposes vvhatsoeven 
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And bn it further Enacted, That no action or suit shall [)e com 
menced against any Cominissionei;, Assistant Commissioner or an 
other Person for any thing done in pursuance of or under the autho- 
rity of this Act, until Twenty-mic. Days notice has been given thereof in 
writing to the Party or Person against whom such action is -intended 
to be brought, nor after sufficient satisfaction or tender thereof shall ^ 
have been made to the Party aggrieved nor after TIitk calendar 
Months next after the act committed for which sucli action or suit shall 
be so brought ; and every such action shall be brought, laid and tried 
where the cause of action shall have arisen, and not in any other to 
county or place; and the Defendant in such action or suit may 
plead the General Issue,' and give this Act and any special matter in • 
evidence at any trial which shall be had thereupon; and if the matter 
or ffimg shall appear to have' been done under or by virtue of this Act 
or if it shall appear that such action or suit was brought before Twmt^ 1 e 
om Days notice thereof given as aforesaid, or that sufficient satisfac 
tion was made or tendered as aforesaid, or if any action or suit halls 

not be commenced within the time beforelimited, or shall belaid in ' 

any other county than as aforesaid,, then the Jury shall find a verdict 
for the Defendant therein ; and if a verdict shall be found for such 20 
Defendant, or if the Plaintiff in such action or suit shall become 
nonsuit, or suffer a discontinuance of such action, or if, upon any 

demurrer m such action, judgment shall be given for the Defendant 

therein, then and ,n any of the cases aforesaid such Defendant shall 
have costs charges and expenses as between Attorney and Client a? 
and shall have such remedy for recovering the same as any Defendant 
may have for his or her costs in any other case by law. 



30 



Notice to be 
jiven to Coin- 
mii.»ioners of 
Applicntion 
for Writ of 

'Certiorari, kc. 



_ And be ,t further Enacted, That no Rule, Order or Regulation of 
the said Commissioners or Assistant Commissioners, or any of them 
^lall be removed or removable by writ of certiorari into any 
Court of Record, except His Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench at 

remo d T Order or Regulation which shall be 

emoved by writ of certiorari into the said Court of King’s Bench 
sha l nevertheless, unless and until the same shall be declared illegal 
by that Court, oontmne ,n full force and virtue, and be obeyed per- 35 

the same ways and means as if the same had not been so removed. 



anv wdt f That no application shall be made for 

Et- of any such Rule, Order or 

nn^ notice in .wptmg shall have been left at the office of the said 
m ranr' “> --h WUcation being - 
Ef the 7t b descrip? 

TntcnM ‘I**? R 

the gfounds th™^ f '‘PP'“ation, together with a statement of 
g nds thereof ; and thereupon it shall be lawful for the said 

Commissioiier-s 
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Commissioners to show caose in the first instance against such appli. 
cation, and the Court may, if it shall so think fit, forthwith proceed 
to hear and determine the same upon the grounds set forth in such 
notice. 

5 And be it further Enacted, That previous to any writ of certiorari Recu^rf. 
being issued the Party or Parties applying for the same shall enter rnSr.,». 
into a recognizance, with sufficient sureties, before One of His 
Majesty’s Justices of the Court of King’s Bench, or before a Justice 
of the Peace of the county or place in which such Person shall 
10 reside, in the sum of Bfly Pounds, with condition to prosecute the 
same at his or their costs and charges, with effect, without any wilful 
or afiected delay, and in default thereof, or in the event of such Rule, 

Order or Regulation being deemed legal, to pay the said Commis- 
sioners their full costs, charges and expenses, to be taxed according 
1.5 to the course of the said Court of King’s Bench; and if the said i/Ruiebe 
Rule, Order or Regulation so removed by the said writ of certiorari S*ioT*' 
into the said Court of King’s Bench, shall 'be declared legal by the f-’ 
said Court, the Commissioners entitled to such costs; within 'TenD^y& 
after demand made of the Person or Persons who ought to pay the 
20 said costs, upon oath made of the making such demand and refusal 
of payment thereof, may recover the same in the same manner as 
any penalties and forfeitures are recoverable under this Act. 

And be it furtber Enacted, That if upon the heaiing of the appli- 
cation the Court shall order a writ of certiorari to issue for bringinvi- 
25 up any such Rule, Order or Reflation, and the same being brought 

into Court shall be quashed as illegal, the said Commissioners shall which surfi 

. e ' Rules hare 

forthwith notify the judgment of the Court to all Unions, Parishes or been directed. 
'Placesto wluchsuchRuIe, Order or Regulation shall have been directed, 
and the same shall from the time of receiving such notice respec^ • 

30 tively be deemed and taken to be. null and void to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever ; provided that such judgment shall not have the Piyviwfor 

n-. p 11* 1 • 1 eiUting Con- 

eiiect 01 annulling any contracts made in pureuance or upon the tracts, 
authority of any such Rule, Order or Regulation which at the receipt 
of such notice respectively shall have been executed by either of the 
35 contracting parties : Provided also, That no Person shall be liable to NoPenon to 
be prosecuted, either by indictment ot. by civil Action, for of in respect 
of any act done by him before the receipt . of such, notice, under the 
authority and in. pursuance of such Rule, Order or Regulation. 

- 57- 

AND whereas provision having been made forthe due Relief of 
4O such poor Persons as are really in want of the necessaries of life, it 
is expedient to prevent and punish the begging fw Rehef in any 
other or irregular manner, for which there will no longer remain any 
excuse; BE it Enacted, That every poor Person who .shall beg, or 
348. c 4 . whose . 
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wliose wife or cliildren shall beg for alms in any Parish or Unioii 
after the time from which such Parish or Union shall be by the said Com- 
missioners declared liable to relieve its own Poor, shall, upon proof 
thereof before any Magistrate be committed, at the discretion of the 
said Magistrate' to the Gaol or House of Correction of the county 5 

or city in which such Parish or Union is situated, for not exceedino- 
One calendar Month, with or without hard labour. 

5S. 

Persm?/^' further Enacted, "Idiat any poor Person who upon appH- 

neglecting cation for Relief to the Guardians or Relieviiiji Officer of aiiv Pnn«i!. 

work when tt • t ® 

seton. or union, and having been set to work by them, shall refuse or neg- 10 
lect the work which he is ordered to perform, or shall not duly and to 
the best of his ability perform the same, shall upon proof thereof 
before aiiy Magistrate, be committed, at the discretion of such Mao-ig. 
trate, to the Gaol or House of Correction, of the county or city in 
which such Parish or Union Is situated, for not exceeding One Month 15 
with or without bard labour. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any Father or Mother shall 
deserting their <^®sert his or Her Children, or wiltully leave’ them in such state as to 
c-hjldren. become chargeable to any Pai-ieh or Union, it shall be lawful for any 

Justice of the Peace, .upon proof thereof on oath being laid before 20 
him, to issue hi.s Warrant for the apprehension of such Penson, and 
if the offence be proved upon hearing of the case, shall commit the 
offender to the Gaol or House of Correction for the county or city 
in which such Parish or Union is situated for any period not exceed- 
ing 7 ’/,™ calendar Months, there to be kept to hard labour; and if it 25 

should appear that the said Person so deserting or leaving his or her 
Children, is in the occupation or possession of any good.s, chattels or 
other properly, the aforesaid Justice shall upon the requisition of the 
Guardians of the Parish or Union to winch the said deserted Children 
have become chargeable, issue Warrant of Distress to levy upon the uo 
goods and chattels or other properly of the said Person, such sum or 
sunis of money as will compensate the said Guardians for the amount 
of Relief afforded by them to the said deserted Children, together 
With the costs of the Proceedings. 

60. 



InlerpreUtion 

Claute. 



And be It further Enacted, That in the construction of this Act the 
word Auditor ’’ shall be construed to mean and include every Person 
appointed or empowered to. audit, control, examine, allow or dis- 
a ow the Accounts of any Guardian, or officer of any Parish or Union 
relating to the receipt or expenditure of the Poor Rate; the words 
eneral Rule shall be construed to mean any Rule relating to the 
Management of the Poor or to the execution of this Act ivliicli shall 
at the time of issuing the same be addressed by the said Commis- 
sioners to more than One Union, or to more Parishes or Places than 

One 



35 



^0 



Printed image digitised by the.University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




C 25 ) 

One not forming a Union, or not to be fommd into or added to a 
Umon under or by virtue of auch Rule ; the word ■' Guardian” shall 
be eonstrued to mean and include any Visitor, Governor, Director 
anager, Acting Guardian, Vestryman or other Officer in a Parish 
or Umon, appointed or entitled to act as a Manager of the Poor, and 
m the distribution or ordering of the Relief to the Poor from the 
Poor Hate, under tins or any Act of Parliament; the words ■•Justice 
or Justices of the Peace” shall be Construed to include Justices 
of the Peace of any county, division of a county, barony, riding, 

• borough, Jiberty, division of a liberty, precinct, county of a citv 
county of a town, cmque port or town corporate, unless where 
otherwise provided by this Act ; the word “ Oath” shall be construed 
to include the Affirmation of a Quaker, Separatist or Moravian ■ the 
words “ Orders and Regulations” shall be construed to mean and 
include any Rule, Order, Regulation or Bye Law relating to the 
. fanagement or Relief of the Poor, or the execution of this Act, 
which at the time of issuing the same, shall be addressed, directed or 
applied to any one Parish or Union, or to any number of Parishes 
winch shall have been, or by virtue of any order shall be constituted 
a Union or added to a Union ; the word “ Officer” shall be eonstrued 
to extend to any Clergyman, Schoolmaster, Person duly licensed to 
practise as a Medical Man, Vestry Clerk, Treasnrer. Collector,. Assis- 
tant Overseer, Governor, Master or Mistress of a Workhouse, or any 
other Person who shall be employed in any Parish or Union in carry- 
ing this Act or the Laws for the Relief the Poor into execution, and 
whether performing one or more of the above-mentioned functions ; 
the word “ Owner ’ shall be construed to include any Person for the 
time being in the actual occupation of any property rateable to the 
Relief of the Poor, and not let to him at rack rent, or any Person 
30 receiving the rack rent of any such property, either on his own 
account, or as mortgagee or other incumbrancer in possession, or 
any Person entitled to and receiving on his own account any rents 
arising out of such property ; and the words “ Rack Rent ” shall be 
construed to mean any Rent which shall not be less than Two-thirds 
35 of the full improved net annual value of any property ; the word 
“Parish” shall be construed to include any Parish, City, Borough, 
Town, Township, Liberty, Precinct, Vill, Village, Hamlet, Tithing, 
Chapelry, or any other Place or Division or District of a Place, 
whether parochial or extra-parochial, which is separately chargeable 
40 with any Composition for Tithes ; the word "Person” shall be con- 
strued to include any body politic corporate or collegiate, aggregate 
or sole, as well as any individual ; the word “ Poor” shall be con- 
strued to include any pauper or poor or indigent Person applying 
for or receiving Relief from the Poor Rate in Ireland, or chargeable 
thereto; the word "Poor Rate” shall be construed to include any 
Rate, Rate in Aid, Mulct, Cess, Assessment, Collection, Levy, Ley, 
34^- ' n Subscription 
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Subscription or Contribution raised, assessed, imposed, levied col 
lected or disbursed for the Relief or Kmployment or Emigration of 
the Poor in any Parish or Union; the words “ General Quarter 
Sessions” shall extend to and be construed to include General or 
Quarter Sessions or adjournment thereof for any county, division of 5 
a county, district, barony, borough, liberty, division of a liberty, pre- 
cinct, county of a city, city, county of a town, cinque port or town cor- 
porate, unless where otherwise provided by this Act; the word 
‘'Union” shall be construed to include any number of Parishes 
united under the provisions of this Act; andi wherever in this Act 10 
in describing any Person or Party, matter or thing, the word iraport- 
. ing the singular number or the masculine gender only is used the 
same shall be understood to include and shall be applied to several 
Persons or Parties as well as one Person or Party, and females as 
well as males, and several matters or things as well as onp matter or 15 ' 
thing, respectively, unless there be something in the subject or con- 
text repugnant to such construction. 

61. 

mlSo" Enactod, Tliat tius Act shall extend and apply 

Irehud. only to that part of the United Kingdom called Ireland. 

62. 

“‘‘y be altered, amended 

Sssiion. or repealed in this present Session of Patliamcut. 
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